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IN THE CLAIMS 

1-22. (Canceled) 

23. (Currently Amended) A method of forming a vehicle design index, comprising: 

providing a plurality of computerized design tools, said tools being adapted for carrying 

out a design task of a particular system of the, vehicle , „t Ieast Some of which tools store 

information restricted to viewing by a respective limited group of workers, which workers are 

assigned to a diSe^r)arti^ular_system easterns of the vehicle; 

gathering, by a computer, from the plurality of computerized design tools, information on 

elements of Ae^iifferent systems of the vehicle, wherein the gathering includes retrieving from at 

least one of the computerized tools information on fewer than all the elements of the vehicle 

required for design of the system rf^rrihpd by the tool; 
storing the gatfiered_information in the index; and 

opening the index for viewing by workers assigned to a plura lity of system. n f tWiUii 
the groups of workers vehicle . 

wherein storing the information in the index comprises storing only information which is 
authorized for viewing by workers of the company from ni l of ti n &o m u f ^ mkm w ssiened to 
the plurality of systems 

24. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 23, wherein gathering the information 
comprises gathering leeatien-information on the location o f the elements in the vehicle . J 

25. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 23, wherein gathering the information 
comprises gathering interconnection information of the elements. 

26. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 23, wherein gathering the information 
comprises gathering references to documents describing the elements. 

27-29. (Canceled) 

30. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 23, wherein gathering the information 
comprises gathering information on elements of an aircraft. 
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31. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 23, wherein gathering the information 
comprises gathering the information periodically. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method of providing information between workers designing 
different systems of a vehicle, comprising: providing a plurality of different types of 
computerized design tools, each having stored therein sufficient information for carrying out a 
design task of a respective system of the vehicle, the tools including at lea 5 t a hydraulic design 
tool storing hydraulic design information and an electrical design tool storing electrical design 
information; 

gathering, for each of a plurality of elements of the vehicle, information regarding the 
element, including an indication of the feMve^Hbl yinteraction of the-a^tfiereielement with 
elements other than those in the same system as the gather^ .w^ a refefence tQ a ^ 
in charge of the element; 

storing the gathered information in a database having a record for each of the plurality of 
elements, wherein the database includes information from each of said design tools said 
.formation including only a subset of said hydraulic design information and said electronic 
design infonnation; 

opening the database for viewing by workers of a plurality of departments, assigned to 
different systems or engineering.disciplines of the vehicle; 

searching the database, by a first worker assigned to one system or ^hnicaLdiscipline of 
the vehicle, for information on one or more of the elements; and 
performing at least one of: 

displaying information relating to the one or more elements; and 
sending an electronic message, b y the foot worke r, to a second worker assigned to 
another system or ejjgjnejring.Q^scipline of the vehicle, basea Wsnonsive information found in 
the search. 



33. 



(Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein gathering the 
information comprises gathering references to documents related to the elements. 

34. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 32, wherein the indication of the relative 
assembly of the element comprises at least one indication of the location of the element in the 

vehicle . 
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35. (Original) A method according to claim 34, wherein the at least one indication of the 
location of the element comprises an indication of the coordinates of the element within the 

vehicle. 

36. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, wherein the at least one indication of 
the location of the element comprises an indication of an access door to the element within the 
vehicle. 

37. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, wherein the at least one indication of 
the location of the element comprises an indication of a compartment in which the element is 

located. 

38. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein the indication of the relative 
assembly of the element comprises a list of elements with which the element is connected. 

39. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein the indication of the relative 
assembly of the element comprises an indication of a system to which the element belongs. 

40. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 39, wherein the indication of the 
system to which the element belongs comprises an indication of a function of the element within 
the system. 

41. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 72, comprising running a verification 
routine which finds design faults, on the data contained within the database. 

42. (Original) A method according to claim 41, wherein running the verification routine 
comprises running a routine which checks for elements which are distanced from each other less 
than a minimal allowed distance. 

43. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein the database does not 
include diagrams or drawings. 



Oct. 2007 17:31 6. E. EHRL ICH (1995) LTD. No. 5607 P. 12 

5 

44-49. (Cancelled) 

50. (Currently Amended) A method of referencing workers working on an aircraft, 

comprising: 

providing a working environmeat including a plurality of different departments, assigned 
to perform design tasks of respective different aircraft systems; 

align i ng configuiuii o n management codes to various 3yG i un a of tho aircraft ; 

^ i 8 n i n C nan h putt u f i h u uir m ft, , m llumb f , r P Qlic whkh illd , |f W ^ 
configuration managem u ut u u dp of the oystcm to which tho part b u l oi iet> ; 

generating worker codes for at least some narts of the ^ wa^ ivhirn inrh|(in 
t h e confi guration m ui ng nmnn t , 0 d t u f U,u gya tom on ,hu , h tho worker w 0l lu iuworker 
responsibility for H^ipn „f , M m ^nmc tho ft, mid 

ea ch of the worker codes with one or more worker. res p onsible for said . ' 

51. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 50, wherein tho configuration 
m nnnc Mncnt co du , c omprise Uu c c di git s* least some of the workers are ^.i^ M — 
than one of the worker cndp.g 



52. (Cancelled). 



53. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein gathering the 
information comprises gathering a plurality of different indications of the relative assembly of the 



element. 



54. 



(Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein gathering the 
information comprises gathering at least three levels of a hierarchy of systems and sub-systems to 
which the major elements belong. 



55. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein gathering for each of a 
plurality of elements comprises gathering only for elements which are related to by a plurality of 
different computerized design tools. 
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* (Previously ^.ed) A method ^ „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Tr.T? i " diCad0 " " -* ° f *— «** - 

related to the element described by the record. 

(Currently Amended) A method accordjng to ^ , 2 _ ^ s ^ m&ii ^ 

the gathered information m „. ^ 
database having a total storage space of less than 1Gbyte. 

Jl (Previous., Present*!) A memod according to cWoi 57> wherei „ ^ 

Z~ daabase * ta a ^ a tow — - - - 

»• CMy Presented) A memod according to Cain, 32, wherein gathermg for each of, 
pMuy of dements comprises gating for ^ man 10% rf ^ ^ ^ 
vehrcle, described by the computerized design tools. 

60. (Previously Presented) A method acwrding „ claim ^ ^ ^ ^ 
documents comprise hypertext links. 

61. (Previously Presented) A method acceding » claim 33, wherein me references » me 
documents comprise references to diagrams including the elements. 

O. (Piously Presented) A method according to Cairn 33, wh ere in me references to rhe 
documents comprise references to procurement invoices of the elements. 

63. (Previously Preserved) A memod according to claim 32, wherein each of the e,eme„, s is 
.denied in the database by a unique code which is assigned acting „ . ft^^ of ^ 

element. 

64 (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein garnering the 
m ormahon comprises gathering from a, leas, one computerised tool such that an update of 
.nformation in the at least „ne computerized tool autornarically updates the database 
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65. (Previa Presented) A method according! claim 64, wherein changing the content of the 
mdex is allowed only through the gathering from the computerized tools. 

66. (Previously Presented) A method accordina to claim 1? • . 

. _ . «*unung to claim 32, comprising incorporating output 

information of at least one data evaluation program into the database. 

67. (Previous* Panted) A method according to Cairn 66, wherein the at least one data 
evaluation program comprises a design-to^cost program. 

68 (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 66, wherein *e at least one data 
evaluation program comprises a design-for-manufacture-and-assembly program. 

69. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein storing the information 
composes storing on a portable computer. 

70. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 32, wherein the database is open for 
-wing by all workers working on the vehicle, while changing the database is aUowed only to 
specific workers responsible for changing the database. 

71. (Previously Presented) A method accordinn to claim M ™™ 

MMama ^ » claim 52, comprising viewing in the database 

by a worker, information on systems of the vehicle other than the worker is responsible for. 

72. (Previously Presented) A method of providing information between workers designing a 

vehicle, comprising: 

providing a working environment including a plurality of different departments, assigned 
to perform design tasks of respective different vehicle systems; 

selecting a plurality, but fewer than 10%, of the physical elements of each system of the 
vehicle to serve as major elements of the vehicle; 

gathering, for each of the major elements, information regarding the element, including an 
indication of the relative assembly of the element in the vehicle and a reference to a worker in 
charge of the element; 

storing the gathered information in a database, having records only for the major elements- 
searchmg the database for information on one or more of the major elements; and 
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performing at least one of: 

displaying information relating to the one or more major elements; and 
sending an electronic message to a worker in charge of the element based 
intorraation found in the search. 



on 



n. (Previously Preyed) A rolhod „ ^ ^ ^ 

comprises g^ „ ta ^ ^ of a hjwarchy of ^ ^ 
which the major elements belong. 

74. Odiously Present) A method ^ ^ ^ ^ 
element, comprises selecting f^ta^ of me physica| rf fc ^ 

75. (Previous,, P^ted) A mahod B ^ ^ ^ fc ^ ^ 
vewmg by all workers working „„ tte vehictei whj|e changmg ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
workers responsible for changing the data of the index. 

76. (Previously P^ed) A meutod according „ Cairn 23, wherein gathering the 
mformauon comprises gathering information on both elecuical and mechanical elements. 

77. (Currently Amended) Apparaus ft, forming , vehicle design index, comprising: 

a memory for storing the index; and 

a computer configured to gather, from a plurality of computerized design tools, each of the 
tools adapted for desigrung a different system of a , chide by performing a plurality of design 
.asks, tnformatior, on fewer man all the elements of the vehicle trtWtflt, the tool ta 

performs "* ^ "* ** *• intaauon does not include sufficient 

■nformation f„, psS^aMeas^a^of said design tasks for which the computerised 
destgn tools are adapted, and to store the gathered information in the memory. 



78-79. (Canceled) 



80 



(Previously Present) A method according to claim 23, comprising initiating 
communicadon behveen workers designing the vehicle using different computerized tools, using 

information in the index. 
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«>• (Cuirently Amended) A method accordine to claim 71 ^ . . 

element, „f *- "coming to claim 23, wherem gathering information on 

elements of the vehicle comprises gatorine ienen.1 inf n ™»i .,. . 

»«rk« rtM^ta, „, ,7^ " f< " mMK '" aU,h< " ,zed f « vie ™8 * 

"<u|M..,-rrom a piu antv of departments on elements hav™ „ me j^,, 
rested to vie™* by . Iimittd ^ of ^ lm « — <"*»" 

82. (C<»ren«yAmended)Amethod,comprising: 

^fltUHO.^ 0VWMte usingtocomptorizeddesign' 

vehicleT^^*" ^ 0n *• *— — «*» ' 

Jhicle , --Hburt*^ on, ^ infolmatio „ „ ^ 

^^^^^ 

opening me datable fot „ . „ , 

defcnniiung from the database, by e»*to w^erCM, which element of sjMm ^ 
y me sysfcm to which ffie wrkef „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

*— t of ft. vehic l ejnjhe aai em to which me ^ - n , m 

performing at least one of: 
^ displaying MomMiM reladog „ ^ w ^^^^^ 

«^»°'«<™icmess»^ 
determined to be affected b, me change, to discuss to possible change. 

O. (Currently Amended) A m.tod according to claim 82, wherein generating to database 
"nipnses generating a database including lm of , he ^ rf fc 

*««*«*!fflgid. by to design tools in desk,™-. Hie v.^ 

84. (Cunently Amended) A method according ,o claim 82, wherein generating to database 
comprises general a debase .^including s^fc^information ina^^to allow I 



I.Oct. 2007 17:33 G. E. EHRLICH (1995) LTD. No. 5607 P. 17 

elements comprises determining to identiljes rf fc ^ ^ ^ fc 



A mtth0d ^ — • 

<o Perform des,gn a* „ f respective differ, vehicle systems or disciplines- 

M, fewer .0% of the physical elements „ f each of the systems of the ^ , 0 

serve as major elements of the vehicle; 

^ fo ™aerNor ta ^ 

— of a relrtive assembly of the Cement in vefiicle ^ , ' » 

charge of the dement; 

-hi ft. gaftered information in a database, having records only for the major eiemerrts 
raar^g i» fc ^ ^ ^ ^ _ ^ ^ 

X" 0,16 K,ted 10 ^ " mem ^ - » * « - 

opening the dattbase for vicing by wrkeIS of , p]nra]ity rf ^ 
Afferent systems or disciplines of the vehicle; 

he aff rTT" *" **" fM i ' ,f0ma,i ' , ° 01 °" e * ° f "» -*» »"ich may 

be affected by a possible change to the designed vehicle; 

^ contacting a worker in charge of the element bised on information found in the search; 
discussing with the contacted worker the proposed change. 

87. (New) A method of design of an aircraft or ship, comprising- 
» Providing a p.urahty of design M e ach „ ^ a ^ rf ^ 

- eaci co^aining inform.^ ^ parts used in an aircraft or ship under design sufficient 

to deagn aportion of the aircraft or ship using the particular design tool- 
Co) providing a database containing mformata regarding fewer man all the parts needed fo, 

usutg any of the design tools and having information regarding parts used for a plurality „f said 

design tools; J 
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(d) utilizing the one design tool and infonLn not contained in the one design tool but 
contained inthe database to design or modifyapart by aa authorized user ofthe one design tool. 

88. (New) A method according to claim 86 wherein the contained information is limited to data 
that « essential to each authorized user for determining possible problems connected with issues 
the user lS not qualified to solve and does not have primary responsibility for. 

89. (New) A method according to claim 23 wherein workers assigned to said plurality of 
systems includes workers assigned to all the systems. 

90. (New) A method according to claim 32, wherein the message is sent automatically. 

91- (New) A method according to claim 50 and including assigning an identification code to 
each part wherein identical parts in different systems of the aircraft have different codes. 



